
“Don’t let the breezy,  
   irreverent style of this 
   book fool you.                                           It contains serious 

advice on personal-finance decisions from budgeting and 
savings to spending and investing.”  —Burton G. Malkiel,

author of A Random Walk  
Down Wall Street

W
itty, entertaining, wise, 
and practical, Ramit Sethi 
is an irresistible force for 
learning how to master 
money with the least 
amount of effort. He ex-

plains how to automate your money flow— 
i.e., earn while sleeping. Why your new best 
friend should be named Roth—the IRA, that 
is. How to beat banks and credit cards at the 
fee game. How to negotiate for a raise. How 
to manage student loans. Why you can enjoy 
daily lattes or buy those Manolo Blahniks you 
adore if you practice conscious spending. 

You don’t have to be perfect to be rich. Or 
the smartest person in the room. Or a type-A 
personality. Just do 85 percent of what Sethi 
says, and then get on with your life.
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IN WEEK 1, you’ll optimize your credit 
cards and learn exactly what to say to get  
fees waived.

IN WEEK 2, you’ll set up no-fee, high-
interest bank accounts that won’t gouge you 
for every penny.

IN WEEK 3, you’ll open investment  
accounts  (even if you only have $50 to start).

IN WEEK 4, you’ll figure out how much  
you’re spending. And then you’ll learn how to 
make your money go where you want it to go.

IN WEEK 5, you’ll automate your new 
infrastructure to make your accounts play 
together nicely.

IN WEEK 6, you’ll learn why investing  
isn’t the same as picking stocks—and how  
you can get the most out of the market with 
very little work.

RAMIT SETHI is the founder and writer of 
iwillteachyoutoberich.com, which hosts over 
200,000 readers every month. He is a recent 
graduate of Stanford University and a co-founder  
of PBwiki, an online collaboration company.  
He lives in San Francisco, and can be reached  
at ramit@iwillteachyoutoberich.com. 
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About the book 
 

At last, for a generation that's materially ambitious 

yet financially clueless comes I Will Teach You To 

Be Rich, Ramit Sethi's 6-week personal finance 

program for 20-to-35-year-olds. A completely 

practical approach based around the four pillars of 

personal finance—banking, saving, budgeting, and 

investing—and the wealth-building ideas of 

personal entrepreneurship. 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0761147489?ie=UTF8&tag=sample-pdf-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0761147489


Additional Praise for  
Ramit Sethi and I Will Teach You to Be Rich

“ Ramit Sethi is a rising star in the world of personal finance writing. . .  
one singularly attuned to the sensibilities of his generation. . . . His 
style is part frat boy and part Silicon Valley geek, with a little bit of 
San Francisco hipster thrown in.”        

—SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

“ The easiest way to get rich is to inherit. This is the second best way—
knowledge and some discipline. If you’re bold enough to do the right 
thing, Ramit will show you how. Highly recommended.” 

—SETH GODIN, AUTHOR OF TRIBES

“ You’ve probably never bought a book on personal finance, but this 
one could be the best $13.95 you ever spent. It’ll pay for itself by the 
end of Chapter 1 (check out the box on page 24 to see what I mean).” 

—PENELOPE TRUNK, AUTHOR OF BRAZEN CAREERIST:  
THE NEW RULES FOR SUCCESS

“ Most students never learn the basics of money management and get 
caught up in the white noise and hype generated by the personal-
finance media. Ramit’s like the guy you wish you knew in college who 
would sit down with you over a beer and fill you in on what you really 
need to know about money—no sales pitch, just good advice.”

—CHRISTOPHER STEVENSON, CREDIT UNION EXECUTIVES SOCIETY

“ Smart, bold, and practical. I Will Teach You to Be Rich is packed with 
tips that actually work. This is a great guide to money management 
for twentysomethings—and everybody else.” 

—J.D. ROTH, EDITOR, GETRICHSLOWLY.ORG 

“ Ramit demystifies complex concepts with wit and an expert 
understanding of finances. Not only is this book informative, it’s fun 
and includes fresh tips that will help anyone master their finances.” 

—GEORGE HOFHEIMER, CHIEF RESEARCH OFFICER,  
FILENE RESEARCH INSTITUTE
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INTRODUCTION

WOULD YOU 
RATHER BE  

SEXY OR RICH?
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WHY ARE MONEY AND FOOD SO SIMILAR? 

When it comes to food, we . . .  When it comes to personal 
finance, we . . .



WOULD YOU RATHER BE SEXY OR RICH?

—JOEY SCHOBLASKA, 22
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Why Is Managing Money So Hard?

P
INFO GLUT 



WOULD YOU RATHER BE SEXY OR RICH?

HOW TO MAKE $80,000 MORE THAN YOUR FRIENDS 
(WITH LESS WORK)

Smart Sally Dumb Dan

THE MEDIA IS PARTIALLY TO BLAME  
(I LOVE CASTING BLAME)

WE DON’T 
WANT TO HAVE 
TO BECOME 
FINANCIAL 
EXPERTS TO  
GET RICH.
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OTHER PEOPLE WE CAN BLAME FOR OUR 
MONEY PROBLEMS



WOULD YOU RATHER BE SEXY OR RICH?

Put the Excuses Aside

L

BECAUSE OF 
INFLATION, 
YOU’RE ACTUALLY 
LOSING MONEY 
EVERY DAY 
YOUR MONEY 
IS SITTING IN A 
BANK ACCOUNT. 
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The Key Messages of  
I Will Teach You to Be Rich 

I

The 85 Percent Solution: Getting started is more important than becoming 
an expert. 



WOULD YOU RATHER BE SEXY OR RICH?

It’s okay to make mistakes.

Ordinary actions get ordinary results.

There’s a difference between being sexy and being rich.

Spend extravagantly on the things you love, and cut costs mercilessly 
on the things you don’t.
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Why Do You Want to Be Rich?

I



WOULD YOU RATHER BE SEXY OR RICH?

What You’ll Get Out of This Book 

I
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IN WEEK 1,

IN WEEK 2,

IN WEEK 3,

IN WEEK 4,

IN WEEK 5,

IN WEEK 6,

SIX
WEEKS OF

ACTION 
STEPS   
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